
NALAS’s Regional Decentralization 
Observatory (RDO) Index

Preliminary results for South East Europe



What is the RDO Index?

• Monitoring tool - comprehensive measuring and 
comparing the degree of decentralization and the 
quality of local governance across countries, 
necessary for bench-learning rather than for 
benchmarking.

• Support intergovernmental dialogue

• Development of evidence based policies at national 
and regional level

• Developed and implemented by NALAS member 
associations of local authorities, across 12 countries 
of SEE region





Preliminary Findings 
from the RDO Index 
Assessment: Progress 
by NALAS Countries



LGs in SEE enjoy a good framework for 
autonomy, which scores 7.5 out of 10; 
quality of local services is assessed with 
only 5.4 out of 10
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D2 – Quality of Local Services
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D3 – Participation and Responsiveness
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D4 – LGA Involvement in Policy Dialogue
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The key issue:
fiscal autonomy

the control over sufficient 
resources to plan and manage 
the provision of local public 
services according to citizens’ 
needs/priorities without 
continuous interference from 
higher authorities












